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produced by hiili hiilesmaa with HIM engineered by hiili at finnvox, helsinki, finland mixed by tim palmer mix engineer: mark o’donoughue mixed at scream stu-
dios, studio city, ca assisted by alex uychocde except tracks 1 & 4 mixed at sphere studios, london, england assisted by nick friend, asko kallonen: asko kal-
lonen cover art by natas pop with valo management: seppo vesterinen for hinterland all songs written by valo, published by oy heartagram ltd /heartagram, 
inc., administered by kobalt music group ltd. mastered by justin shturtz at sterling sound, nyc.



The title and artwork said it all, really.  

Love Metal:  A brash two-finger salute to the endless sub-genrification of music by journalists and fans, but also a very literal refer-
ence to the two most profound and life-affirming influences that lie at the root of HIM’s music. 

The cover art: A golden iteration of the band’s “heartagram” logo — Ville Valo’s impulsively dashed-off work of graphic genius — laid 
over an intricately embossed background as both a tribute to and parody of Venom’s iconic Black Metal LP. A source of hilarity for 
those who got it, and a source of considerable ire for those who didn’t, the album’s artwork perfectly complemented the musical fire 
and the passionate missives of thwarted desire contained within. “I’d say that we’re a bit more sentimental, a bit more sensual, a bit 
more emotional and melodic than most metal bands,” Ville told me in 2005, around the time that Love Metal (which originally saw 
the dark light of day in April 2003) was first released in the US. “We’ve come to grips with our feminine side, which most metal bands 
haven’t!”

If it’s possible to pick a “definitive” HIM album, Love Metal would certainly qualify. Recorded in the autumn of 2002 at Helsinki’s 
Finnvox studios with producer/engineer Hiili Hiilesmaa behind the board, the album plays firmly to the band’s strengths. Goth-flavored 
atmospherics? Meaty riffs? Expertly-crafted arrangements? Instantly-catchy choruses? Operatic despair? It’s all here, most notably 
on the album’s three classic singles: “Buried Alive By Love,” which opens the proceedings with a roar, and proceeds to ratchet up the 
intensity from there, and “The Funeral of Hearts” and “The Sacrament,” both of which beautifully pair Ville’s lovelorn baritone with 
the band’s innate ability to switch gears from delicate to muscular with the flick of a cigarette ash.

The rhythm section of Migé and Gas Lipstick are seamlessly propulsive as ever on Love Metal, while Linde’s guitar leads seem to burst 
forth with renewed vigor, and “new guy” Burton has settled in nicely on the keys. This is the lineup that would carry the band into its 
next decade and beyond, and its power and chemistry are amply displayed in gripping tracks like the Sabbath-y “Sweet Pandemonium,” 
the raging “Soul On Fire,” the plaintive “This Fortress of Tears” and the ringing “Endless Dark”. Like lavish palaces built from the 
finest of materials, each song is perfectly realized, boasting classic sounds and structures that handily defy the ravages and second-
guesses of time.

Even the track sequencing of Love Metal is artful, inexorably leading the listener to “The Path” — a gloriously epic waltz that holds 
out the promise of ultimate redemption despite obstacles innumerable and possibly even apocalyptic — and the final immersion into 
delicious desolation that is “Love’s Requiem”. “And now that we’re free from the chains of our dear love,” Ville sings, as if sprawled 
inconsolably across a black velvet fainting couch. “I’m lost, so lost.”

Ville would live to love another day, of course, as well as write (at least) four more brilliant H.I.M. albums. But this record still 
holds a sacred place in the minds, hearts and record collections of H.I.M. fans across the globe, and deservedly so. Because once it 
ends, you just want to be buried alive by Love Metal all over again.

—Dan Epstein, April, 2014 5
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I
BURIED ALIVE BY LOVE

THE FUNERAL OF HEARTS
BEYOND REDEMPTION
SWEET PANDEMONIUM

SOUL ON FIRE
THE SACRAMENT

THIS FORTRESS OF TEARS
CIRCLE OF FEAR
ENDLESS DARK

THE PATH
LOVE’S REQUIEM

II
BURIED ALIVE BY LOVE

(LIVE AT EL TEATRO FLORES BS.AS. MMXIV)

BEYOND REDEMPTION
(VINNFOX RELICS)

CIRCLE OF FEAR
(VINNFOX RELICS)

SOUL ON FIRE
(LIVE AT SEMIFINAL HKI MMIII)

ENDLESS DARK
(VINNFOX RELICS)

THE SACRAMENT
(ACSTC PASCHA MMXIV)

THIS FORTRESS OF TEARS
(VINNFOX RELICS)

THE FUNERAL OF HEARTS
(LIVE AT HELLDONE MMXIII SJK)
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